
 
Event:   The OTWMD monthly board meeting 
Location:  Community Center building in Ottertail City, MN 
Date: Aug 11, 2021 
Time:  4:00pm 
Officers present:  Adm. Kvidt, Chairperson Johnson, Sec. C. Dean, Treas. Harold Wheeler 
Board members present: Com. Bleichner, Com. Damrau, Com. Jones, Com .Erwin 
Board members absent:  none 
Quorum:  yes 
Next Meeting Date: Sept 14, 2021 
Guests: Jeff and Kathy Vinton 

Agenda: 

1. Meeting:  Called to order by Chair Johnson at 4pm. 
 
2. Minutes:  Minutes were sent by email  prior to meeting. Motion made to accept  

the minutes as amended by Com Jones; 2nd by Com.Wheeler 
Motion passed. 
 

3. Treasurer Report: The report was presented by Treas. Wheeler.   
Motion by Com. Damrau; 2nd by Com. Jones to accept the report.  
Motion passed. 

 
COH:  Jul 31, 2020: $675,888.00 
COH:  Jul 31, 2021: $710,561.75 
 

4. Pay Bills:   Bills were presented by Adm. Kvidt. Motion by Com. Wheeler to pay bills;   
               2nd by Com. Erwin.  Motion passed. 

�
#6 Waiting on designs for 39306 Madsen Beach Road. 

A. The Vintons were in attendance to review the issue:  39306 Madsen Beach Road:  
B. 7/29/2021 received a service call. Drain field is no longer accepting water. It was on the 
neighbor’s property and possibly damaged during the install of the new system at 39316 Madsen 
Beach Road. It was not located because it was unknown  
and it was across the property line at the time of install. This is a 3-bedroom  
system, district will be working with Scott’s Septic Services for a design and then  
sending out to installers for bids.  
This system will be used a holding tank until the drain-field can be updated.  

 
5.  Commissioner Stipend Form: I brought the form from June’s Meeting. For any  
 commissioner that needs to sign it.   All are signed. 
 
6. 2020 Audit report.  Buzz Anderson from Swenson, Sauer, Gerber, and Anderson & Co. LTD present 
              the audit report.   Motion by Com. Damrau and 2nd by Com. Bleichner to accept 
             the report.  Motion passed. 
 
7. 2022 User’s Fee:  We are replacing more systems this year than in past years. Motion by Com. Dean 
   and 2nd by Com. Erwin to raise the passive accounts by $8 and the actives $40.  
   Motion passed. 
 
                                      
Active Maintenance: 
  
7/20/2021 38278 & 38292 Eldorado Beach Road : Drainfields updated by Ness Backhoe. Bill is on 
August Bill Sheet. Homeowner of both properties is responsible for the cost of the added bedroom 



added onto the system and they will be billed separately for this from Ness Backhoe. 8/3/2021: Brought 
the septic tank covers to surface during this install. Replaced the manhole covers today with new ones 
better suited to be at the surface. Bought the manhole covers from Brogards Plumbing and Schmidt 
Excavating. One from each. They will bill us for these.  
 
7/23/2021 34442 Deer Lake Road: Active Drain-field updated by Schmidt Excavating. Bill is on August 
     Bill Sheet.  
 
8/9/2021: 34504 & 34538 Deer Lake Road: updated by Schmidt Excavating. Waiting on the bill for  
  these 2 systems. Homeowner is responsible for paying for an additional bedroom on  
  each.  
 
39306 Madsen Beach Road:  see #6 above 
 
41672 Sugar Maple Drive: This system failed inspection in 2015. The owner removed the trailer house 
that was on the property. He has since kept paying the active maintenance fee. He has not built a shed 
and would like to hook up to the active system. This system is sized for a 2- bedroom dwelling. Since he 
has kept paying active maintenance fees every year this system will be updated by the district. Working 
with Scott’s Septic Services for a design. The homeowner is contemplating where he wants the system to 
go for sure so waiting to hear back from him and then will send out design for bids to installers.  
�  
29777 Highland Loop was updated in July 2021. I received test results back from RMB Environmental 
Laboratories in Detroit Lakes. The results had levels of 4940 mg/kg wet calcium, 1010 mg/kg wet 
magnesium, and 298 mg/kg wet sodium. These were present in the thin layer that was underneath the 
drain-field material.  
 
Passive Maintenance Systems:  
 
7/28/2021 38382 Eldorado Beach Road:  tanks failed a compliance inspection and will need to be 
updated. This property is for sale and will need to be updated by the buyers or the sellers.  
 
There are 7 total properties on passive maintenance that need to be updated. � I will be following up 
with these properties to make sure they are working on getting these systems updated.  
 
8. Vacation Home Rentals: the district has received numerous calls about how we will be handling 
vacation home rentals. The County has updated their shore land ordinance to include regulations for 
vacation home rentals. They will have to be licensed through Otter Tail County Public Health and 
made sure the septic system sizing matches up with the advertised sleeping capacity for the listing.  
 
Vacation Home Rentals could potentially become a bigger issue so we will need to come up with a  
procedure on how to handle this moving forward. Tabled for now. 
 
9. County Loan Program Update:  no updates 
 
10. All Passive Pumping letters have been sent out for 2021. As of 8/9/2021 we have received about 25% 
    of them back. 
 
11. Otter Tail Water Management District requires: that the drain-field be sized one bedroom bigger 
than the actual number of bedrooms on the property. Some of the properties in the district are getting 
tough to do this on. What do we do in the situation that we can’t meet the one-bedroom larger size 
requirement for a system:  Board recommends that we maintain that regulation. 
 
12. 38132 Eldorado Beach Road: This property currently has 2 gravity septic systems. They are only 
being charged the standard $218.00 for the entire property. The questions came up during the active 
pumping cycle who is responsible for the extra system pumping charge. Both these systems were 



installed prior to the district starting. So, I believe both of these systems were viewed as being active 
since the beginning of the district. How do we go about charging for this in the future through user fees? 
Require them to pay for 2 systems. 
 
13. 7/27/2021: A neighbor to the cluster system located by the corner store called about a tree/bush that 
is overlapping the fence line by quite a bit and would like us to do something about this. I have attached  
pictures to this agenda that shows how much of an overlap there is. What are the boards thoughts on 
what we should do to correct this?  Board recommends removing the tree. 
 
14.Money Transfers:  in treasurer’s report. 
�

15. Parcel 74000990216000: would like to have his Park Model/RV onsite but only wants a holding tank 
until he builds a house in the future. Our ordinance states holding tanks are only allowed on non-
dwellings. A park model/RV is viewed as a dwelling every time this issue has come up in the past. How 
does the board want to handle this? Brogards Plumbing is planning on doing the installation and 
wanted to ask us for clarification. Board recommends not installing a holding tank. 
 
16. MCIT Dividend Return:  We will be received a dividend from MCIT in November f or $1,562.00.  
 
Administrator’s Report:  
 
1. 7/21/2021: 35678 Graystone Road. Met with homeowner and confirmed that he meets setbacks from 
the septic system for an attached garage addition. Setbacks will be met as long as he stays within staked 
area he had out on the yard.  
 
2. 7/21/2021: 35786 County Highway 72. Met with contractor onsite and showed them where the septic  
system is located. They are wanting to build a new garage and needing to meet setbacks. They are  
considering replacing the septic system so setbacks can be met to the new proposed garage. This is still 
in the planning stages.  
 
3. 7/22/2021: 36333 & 36337 Segar Road service call. Homeowner called about the alarm light being on.  
Visited the property and found the pump went out. Had Hawes Pumping pump out the tank and lift 
station. Worked with Brogards Plumbing on 7/26/2021 to replace the pump. Everything now working 
as it should be.  
 
4. 7/22/2021: 34872 Deer Lake Road: Service call. Homeowner called about the toilet not flushing. I 
visited the property and found roots growing in the inlet baffle of the septic tank. I was able to clear the 
roots and then everything flowed as it should. Homeowner will call if they have any further issues.  
 
5. 7/26/2021: Homeowner from 27412 Blarney Trail called about the letter the district sent them. They 
are no longer using flushable wipes and will continue to not use them going forward. The wipes could 
have stopped being used since the tank was last pumped 3 years ago. Everyone is now aware of the issue 
they can cause at this property going forward.  
 
6. 7/30/2021: 38490 Eldorado beach Road service call. Homeowner stated that the ejector pump in the 
cabin is running nonstop. I visited the property and found that tank to be at the correct operating level. 
I then ran water from the cleanout outside the house to the septic tank and it was flowing as it should. I 
told the homeowner I believe the issue is with the ejector pump or float operating it. They will need to 
contact a plumber to fix this issue. Homeowner will call if they have any further questions or issues.  
 
Cindy Dean, Sec. 



Otter Tail Water Management District Monthly Meetin g 

Meeting Date: August 11th, 2021 

Next Meeting Date: September 14th, 2021 

Agenda: 

1. Open Meeting 
2. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
3. Treasurer Report 
4. Pay Bills 
5. Commissioner Stipend Form: I brought the form from June’s Meeting. For any commissioner that needs to 

sign it. 
6. Buzz Anderson from Swenson, Sauer, Gerber, and Anderson & Co. LTD is here for our 2020 Audit report. 

a. Any questions? 
7. 2022 User Fee’s 

a. I have attached the User Fee’s Totals list for 2022. There are projections amounts with No change 
from last year. And increases in the tanks and lines funds of $10.00, $20.00, and $50.00. What are 
the boards thoughts on 2022 User Fee’s? 

b. We are replacing more systems this year than past years.  
� Active Replacement Systems 2021 

1. There are still 10 Systems on active maintenance that need to be updated as of 
8/3/2021.  

a. Prices of these systems are going this year so each system costs more 
than in the past to replace. 

b. Getting harder to get bids on these projects. District will keep 
contacting contractors to get bids for active maintenance systems and 
then keep in touch with installers about timeline for installations of 
these systems.  

c. Homeowners are wanting bigger systems, so we are working with the 
homeowner and contractor to find out the price the district is 
responsible for and the price the homeowner is responsible for when 
they increase size.  

2. We have paid for or updated 8 active systems so far in 2021. We have paid for 7 
of them including the ones listed on the August Bill Sheet. We are waiting on 
the bill for 39013 Shoreview Lane so we can pay for that one as well. 

3. 7/20/2021 38278 & 38292 Eldorado Beach Road Drainfields updated by Ness 
Backhoe. Bill is on August Bill Sheet. Homeowner of both properties is 
responsible for the cost of the added bedroom added onto the system and they 
will be billed separately for this from Ness Backhoe. 

a. 8/3/2021 Brough the septic tank covers to surface during this install. 
Replaced the manhole covers today with new ones better suited to be at 
the surface. Bought the manhole covers from Brogards Plumbing and 
Schmidt Excavating. One from each. They will bill us for these. 

4. 7/23/2021 34442 Deer Lake Road: Active Drainfield updated by Schmidt 
Excavating. Bill is on August Bill Sheet. 

5. 8/9/2021: 34504 & 34538 Deer Lake Road updated by Schmidt Excavating. 
Waiting on the bill for these 2 systems. Homeowner is responsible for paying for 
an additional bedroom on each.  

6. Waiting on designs for 39306 Madsen Beach Road and 41672 Sugar Maple 
Drive. 



a. 39306 Madsen Beach Road: 7/29/2021 received a service call. 
Drainfield is no longer accepting water. It was on the neighbor’s 
property and possibly damaged during the install of the new system at 
39316 Madsen Beach Road. It was not located because it was unknown 
it was across the property line at the time of install. This is a 3-bedroom 
system, district will be working with Scott’s Septic Services for a 
design and then sending out to installers for bids. 

i. This system will be used a holding tank until the drainfield can 
be updated. 

b. 41672 Sugar Maple Drive: This system failed inspection in 2015. The 
owner removed the trailer house that was on the property. He has since 
kept paying the active maintenance fee. He has not built a shed and 
would like to hook up to the active system. This system is sized for a 2-
bedroom dwelling. Since he has kept paying active maintenance fees 
every year this system will be updated by the district. Working with 
Scott’s Septic Services for a design. The homeowner is contemplating 
where he wants the system to go for sure so waiting to hear back from 
him and then will send out design for bids to installers.  

c. 29777 Highland Loop was updated in July 2021. I received test results 
back from RMB Environmental Laboratories in Detroit Lakes. The 
results had levels of 4940 mg/kg wet calcium, 1010 mg/kg wet 
magnesium, and 298 mg/kg wet sodium. These were present in the thin 
layer that was underneath the drainfield material.  

7. Passive Maintenance Systems: 
a. 7/28/2021 38382 Eldorado Beach Road tanks failed a compliance 

inspection and will need to be updated. This property is for sale and 
will need to be updated by the buyers or the sellers.  

b. There are 7 total properties on passive maintenance that need to be 
updated.  

i. I will be following up with these properties to make sure they 
are working on getting these systems updated.  

8. Vacation Home Rentals: the district has received numerous calls about how we will be handling vacation 
home rentals. The County has updated their shoreland ordinance to include regulations for vacation home 
rentals. They will have to be licensed through Otter Tail County Public Health and made sure the septic 
system sizing matches up with the advertised sleeping capacity for the listing.  

a. Sizing for septic systems for these properties in the Shoreland Management Ordinance is 50 
gallons per day per person. Standard houses are sized at 75 gallons per day per person. This allows 
more people to stay in these rentals than in standard homes. How does the board want to handle 
this? Do we be stricter than the county about this? Do we charge higher fees in these situations 
because it’s a bigger strain on the septic system for active maintenance systems? Boards thoughts? 

b. We have received a complaint about 38560 Eldorado Beach Road. This is a vacation rental home. 
I have heard from the complainant the property manager. They are both curious how situations 
like this will be handled. This is a 3-bedroom septic system, and the complainant claims there are 
sometimes 20-30 people there.  

c. Vacation Home Rentals could potentially become a bigger issue so we will need to come up with a 
procedure on how to handle this moving forward.  

9. County Loan Program Update 
a. Nancy have you received any updates? I have not as of 8/3/2021. 
b. No mention that I could find of approval or denial in County Commissioner Board Meeting 

Minutes. 
10. All Passive Pumping letters have been sent out for 2021. As of 8/9/2021 we have received about 25% of 

them back. 



a. 7/15/2021: Homeowner called about receiving the passive pumping letter and said he believe the 
letter feels like he is getting in trouble when he reads it. He thinks there could be a better way of 
doing this. Boards thoughts? No other feedback like this since. 

11. Otter Tail Water Management District requires that the drainfield be sized one bedroom bigger than the 
actual number of bedrooms on the property. Some of the properties in the district are getting tough to do 
this on. What do we do in the situation that we can’t meet the one-bedroom larger size requirement for a 
system? Boards thoughts? 

12. 38132 Eldorado Beach Road: This property currently has 2 gravity septic systems. They are only being 
charged the standard $218.00 for the entire property. The questions came up during the active pumping 
cycle who is responsible for the extra system pumping charge. Both these systems were installed prior to 
the district starting. So, I believe both of these systems were viewed as being active since the beginning of 
the district. How do we go about charging for this in the future through user fees? 

13. 7/27/2021: A neighbor to the cluster system located by the corner store called about a tree/bush that is 
overlapping the fence line by quite a bit and would like us to do something about this. I have attached 
pictures to this agenda that shows how much of an overlap there is. What are the boards thoughts on what 
we should do to correct this? 

14. Money Transfers on 8/5/2021 to cover monthly bills: 
a. Money Market Account to Tanks and Lines Account: $20,000.00 
b. Money Market Account to Pumping Account: $20,000.00 

15. Parcel 74000990216000: would like to have his Park Model/RV onsite but only wants a holding tank until 
he builds a house in the future. Our ordinance states holding tanks are only allowed on non-dwellings. A 
park model/RV is viewed as a dwelling every time this issue has come up in the past. How does the board 
want to handle this? Brogards Plumbing is planning on doing the installation and wanted to ask us for 
clarification. 

16. MCIT Dividend Return: We will be received a dividend from MCIT in November f or $1,562.00. 

Administrator’s Report: 

1. 7/21/2021: 35678 Graystone Road. Met with homeowner and confirmed that he meets setbacks from the 
septic system for an attached garage addition. Setbacks will be met as long as he stays within staked area he 
had out on the yard. 

2. 7/21/2021: 35786 County Highway 72. Met with contractor onsite and showed them where the septic 
system is located. They are wanting to build a new garage and needing to meet setbacks. They are 
considering replacing the septic system so setbacks can be met to the new proposed garage. This is still in 
the planning stages.  

3. 7/22/2021: 36333 & 36337 Segar Road service call. Homeowner called about the alarm light being on. 
Visited the property and found the pump went out. Had Hawes Pumping pump out the tank and lift station. 
Worked with Brogards Plumbing on 7/26/2021 to replace the pump. Everything now working as it should 
be.  

4. 7/22/2021 34872 Deer Lake Road Service call. Homeowner called about the toilet not flushing. I visited the 
property and found roots growing in the inlet baffle of the septic tank. I was able to clear the roots and then 
everything flowed as it should. Homeowner will call if they have any further issues.  

5. 7/26/2021: Homeowner from 27412 Blarney Trail called about the letter the district sent them. They are no 
longer using flushable wipes and will continue to not use them going forward. The wipes could have 
stopped being used since the tank was last pumped 3 years ago. Everyone is now aware of the issue they 
can cause at this property going forward.  

6. 7/30/2021: 38490 Eldorado beach Road service call. Homeowner stated that the ejector pump in the cabin 
is running nonstop. I visited the property and found that tank to be at the correct operating level. I then ran 
water from the cleanout outside the house to the septic tank and it was flowing as it should. I told the 
homeowner I believe the issue is with the ejector pump or float operating it. They will need to contact a 
plumber to fix this issue. Homeowner will call if they have any further questions or issues.  



7. 8/1/2021: 36540 Augustana Drive service call. Visited the property and found the inlet pipe/baffle of the 
septic tank was plugged with toilet paper. Was able to push the blockage out and then everything worked as 
it should. Homeowner will call if they notice any further issues.  

8. 8/2/2021: 31430 Oak Ridge Beach Road. Homeowner had backup over the weekend. They were able to 
clear the blockage with a garden hose, but they noticed the tank seemed full of scum. I had Hawes Pumping 
pump out the tanks since it was on the list to get done this year anyways. Hawes noticed a six-inch 
inspection cap was busted when they were there. I visited the property and replaced this. The homeowner 
will call if they notice any further issues.  

9. 8/4/2021: 42808/42830 Pleasure Park Road and Parcel 46000991002000 share a duplex lift station. Hawes 
Pumping saw the alarm light on as they were driving by. I visited the property and found one of the pumps 
was not working. The alarm float was not operating as it should as well. I replaced all 4 floats with new 
ones. Hawes Pumping pumped out the septic tanks and Brogards Plumbing and myself replaced the septic 
pump. Everything is working as it should be at this time.  

10. 8/7/2021: 37804 Eldorado Beach Road. Red Lantern Resort CIC property. Parcels 02000990891000 & 
02000990892000. They had some water lines bored in last week and they believed the sewer line had been 
hit between the septic tank and lift station. I visited the property and ran water from the septic tank to the 
lift station and everything was flowing like it should. The sink hole that has developed is I believe from the 
boring mud used by the boring machine. There was no septic smell or wet soil in this area that indicates the 
sewer line was broken. Homeowners will call if they notice any further issues. 

11. 8/9/2021: 36102 County Highway 72 Service Call. Alarm light on. Visited property and found the pump is 
out. Had Hawes Pumping pump out the tanks and will be working with Brogards Plumbing to replace the 
pump. Homeowner will call if alarm light comes back on before pump is replaced and if so we will pump 
tanks out again. 

 



8/2/2021 Otter Tail Water Management District
Treasurer's Report

7/31/2021
Checking Accounts General Acct Tank/Line Pmps/Cntrls Pumping Money Mkt Totals
 4118 7802 7829 7810 0490  

Beginning balance July 1, 2021 $21,363.17 $17,899.98 $3,409.10 $21,571.77 $300,123.23 $364,367.25
Interest income for month  $4.04 $5.97 $3.28 $3.48 $79.24 $96.01
Receipts for month $5,228.43 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,228.43
Internal transfers $0.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $40,000.00

 $26,595.64 $37,905.95 $23,412.38 $21,575.25 $300,202.47 $409,691.69

July disbursements $10,130.79 $15,480.41 $12,083.98 $12,315.00 $0.00 $50,010.18

Internal transfers $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

Ending balance July 31, 2021 $16,464.85 $22,425.54 $11,328.40 $9,260.25 $260,202.47 $319,681.51

Disbursements for month
  7 checks $5,925.31 Gen Acct

 9 ACH payments $4,205.48 Gen Acct
8 checks $15,480.41 Tank/Line
4 checks $12,083.98 Pumps/Controls
1 checks $12,315.00 Pumping

CD Summary
CD # Int rate Time period Gen Acct Tank/Line Pmps/Cntrls     Pumping Maturity Date

285 0.85% 18 Month $10,921.38 8/27/2022
286 0.85% 18 Month $10,921.38 8/27/2022
287 0.85% 18 Month $10,921.38 8/27/2022
288 0.85% 18 Month $10,921.38 8/27/2022
526 0.60% 12 Month $15,988.30 1/29/2022
527 0.60% 12 Month $10,658.86 1/29/2022
528 0.60% 12 Month $10,658.86 1/29/2022
529 0.60% 12 Month $10,658.86 1/29/2022
530 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
531 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
532 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
533 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
534 2.01% 24 Month $32,947.53 1/29/2022
535 2.01% 24 Month $32,947.53 1/29/2022
536 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
537 1.95% 24 Month $10,972.73 1/29/2022
453 0.25% 6 Month $35,948.51 1/28/2022
454 0.25% 6 Month $56,490.51 1/28/2022
728 0.80% 12 Month $75,059.38 12/16/2021

CD TOTALS $231,279.73 $132,953.35 $26,647.16 $390,880.24

 
ACCOUNT TOTALS $16,464.85 $253,705.27 $144,281.75 $35,907.41 $260,202.47 $710,561.75

TOTAL CASH ON HAND $710,561.75 7/31/2020 $675,888.00
7/31/2021
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